A FUNERARY STELA OF THE WAB-PRIEST MENTUHOTEP
AND HIS WIFE IN THE GRAND EGYPTIAN MUSEUM (GEM 8063)

Ahmed HampEN *

EM 8063 is a round-topped sandstone stela and belongs to the category of

private funerary stelae (Figs. 1-2).! The inscriptions identify its owner as

Mentuhotep, who served as a “wab-priest of Montu lord of Armant”. It was
previously on display in the Egyptian Museum in Cairo (Tahrir) basement with the
conservation numbers: SR 4/14198 and Temp. No. 10/3/25/11. On the 14™ of January
2014, the stela was transferred to the Grand Egyptian Museum in Giza. The stela is not
known from sources other than the Topographical Bibliography, in which only essential
data is presented.? Moreover, we do not know how the stela came to be in the museum
which makes it hard for us to know where it was first found. Both factors complicate the
study of this stela, especially regarding the identification of the wab-priest of Montu and
the original provenance of the stela.’

The stela measures 49.9 cm in height by 29.9 cm in width, with a depth of 7 cm. It
consists of two registers, surrounded by a framing line. The representations and texts are
primarily in sunk relief. Some details, such as the bread slices on the offering tables or
the eyeball of the wedjat-eye on the right part of the stela, are simply painted in black.
The figures and texts engraved on the stela are still in good condition, despite the obvious
crack from the mid-left upper register to the bottom right lower register. The surface 1s
also scratched on different parts.

1 I am very grateful to Christophe Thiers (CNRS-CFEETK), Claire Somaglino (Sorbonne University), Ken
Griffin (The Egypt Centre, Swansea University) and Suzanne Onstine (University of Memphis) for their
valuable comments and for discussing the draft of this article.

2 PM VIII, p. 16 (803-048-229): “Round-topped stela, Osiris seated, and below, Mentuhotep Mntw-htp, wab
priest of Montu lord of Hermonthis, and wife (name not recorded), late Dyn. XVIII or Dyn. XIX, in Cairo
Egyptian Museum, Temp. No. 10.3.25.11".

3 For Armant during the New Kingdom, cf. EGGEBRECHT 1972, cols. 436-7; WiLkiNsoN 2000, p. 200.
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Figure 1. A facsimile drawing of the stela GEM 8063 [© Mina Zag
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Figure 2. Stela GEM 8063 [© Ahmed Amin].




UPPER REGISTER

o~
On the left mg,"i"&le of the lunette, there is a wedjat-eye R flanked by a shen-ring, water symbols,
and a cup o™ —.* Osiris, on the right half of the upper portion, is seated on a low-backed

throne. He is wearing the atef-crown, his usual shroud and wide collar while holding the crook
and the flail. Above him are three columns of hieroglyphs consisting of the htp-di-nsw.t formula.

An offering table stands before him, carrying long, thin bread loaves; jars adorned with lotus
flowers are figured under the table.

Texts above Osiris:

R =i

(1) htp-di-nsw.t Wsir (2) ntr- ‘3 hqz dt

(1) A boon which the King gives (to) Osiris, (2) the great god, ruler of eternity.

LOWER REGISTER

An offering of papyrus stems is borne by Mentuhotep, the wab-priest of Montu, Lord of
Armant.’> He stands before two columns of hieroglyphs and is followed by his unnamed wife.
The sculptor planned to inscribe two columns of hieroglyphs behind Mentuhotep’s wife, as he
did for the husband. However, only the top of the first column is inscribed, while the bottom and
the following column are left empty.

Mentuhotep wears a short kilt with the indication of a sash down the front that would have
been more detailed in paint. His belly has a slight paunch, typical of the Ramesside Period.
The unnamed wife wears a cone of unguent atop her long wig and a long dress; the dress and
cone are indicative of a Ramesside date.® With her right hand, she carries a papyrus stem held
at chest level, while in the left hand, hanging down her left side, she seems to clutch the stem
of the flower in her closed fist.

Texts before Mentuhotep:

120> MWW &\ / /2  —] I_;l_@@
o ] e e s 5 172 e gt O =5

WA

4 For the wedjat-eye, cf. MULLER-WINKLER 1986, pp. 824-6. For the elements Qmw, see JEQUIER 1914, pp. 139,
142; StEWART 1976, (UC 10700), p. 27; Mostara 1993, pp. 85-8.

5 For further details about the offering of lotus and papyrus by individuals to deities on stelae, see DitTMAR 1986,
p- 72 (c. a).
6 For the cone during the Ramesside Period, cf. Pabguam 2012, p. 96 and fig. 22.
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(1) ir n wb n Mntw (2-3) nb Iwnw {n} 7 Mntw-htp
(1) Made by the wab-priest of Montu, (2-3) lord of Armant, Mentuhotep.®

It seems that the sculptor did not have enough space to inscribe the determinative of the man
(Gardiner A1) at the bottom of line 2, so it was inscribed at the bottom of the main scene in
the lower register below the papyrus stems held by Mentuhotep.

Behind Mentuhotep’s wife:
sn(t)=f nb(1)-pr

MU
e[ I

His sister (wife), mistress of the house.

COMMENTARY ON THE STELA

Iconography

The lunette of the stela presents unusual iconographic features. For example, on the left,
the winged sun-disk above Osiris has been replaced by the htp-di-nsw.t formula. The elements
engraved on the right side of the lunette are meant to provide the owner of the stela with various
abilities: the deceased can symbolically see from the world of the dead through the wedjat-eye;
the shen-sign acts as the sunlight providing the illumination of wisdom, etc.’

During the New Kingdom, the protective wedjat-eye appeared on numerous lunettes of several
types.!? For instance, there is a type that appeared in the middle of the XVIII"™ Dynasty which
portrays a single winged solar-disk on one side, the presupposed other wing being replaced by
the eye on the other half.!" The Mentuhotep stela belongs to another type, with the wedjat-eye
on one side and a funerary text replacing the single winged solar disk on the other. The deity

7 The sign m is most probably a scribal mistake.

8 During the Ramesside Period, the toponym Armant is written [wnw instead of [wny (WERNER 1985, p. 199).
For the names and variants of Armant, see PN 11, pp. 51, 192, 106 and 238; EGGEBRECHT 1972, col. 435. On the
epithet nb Iwnw, cf. LGG 111, p. 577.

9 BovrsHakov 1997, p. 182.

10 For more on the decorative representations of the wedjat-eye, cf. HoLzL 2002, pp. 36-47.

11 For the royal stelae, see Lacau 1909, (CG 34170), p. 208, pl. LXII; (MMA 28.9.6), BuLL 1929, pp. 78-82. For
more examples of the commoners, cf. Lacau 1909, (CG 34040 and 34024), p. 75, pl. XXV, (CG 34058), p. 105,
pl. XXXV, (CG 34059), p. 105, pl. XXXV, (CG 34060), p. 107, pl. XXXVI, (CG 34061), p. 108, pl. XXX VI,
(CG 34062), p. 109, pl. XXXVII, (CG 34139), p. 189, pl. LVII, (CG 34140), p. 190, pl. LVIII; HALL 1925,
(BM EA906) p. 8, pl. 17, (BM EA 623) pp. 11-2, pl. 34; STEWART 1976, (UC 10700), p. 27, pl. 17, (UC 14467),
p. 36, pl. 28. 1; BoLsHakov 1997, p. 182; SHONKWILER 2014, p. 76.
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is usually shown beneath the single winged-disk or the funerary texts, while the worshiper is
shown below the protective wedjat-eye on the other half.'?

All the elements of the stela are typically associated with the hallmarks of the Ramesside
Period. The lunette of the stela of Djeserka at Turin (Museo Egizio 50022), dated to the
XIX™ Dynasty and ha111ng from Deir el-Medina, provides a good parallel.”® It is decorated with
the combination & 025 on one side, while the htp-di-nsw.t formula dedicated to Osiris, in
addition to the titles of the deceased, is inscribed on the other half.'* Another comparable stela
in the Turin Museum, belonging to Mahu and Yupa (inv.-Nr. Cat. 1465), is dated to the reign of
Ramesses I1."° It shows strong resemblances in palacography and style with our stela —especially
the long dress worn by Mentuhotep’s wife.

Other iconographic criteria point to the Ramesside Period such as the elongated figure of
Osiris and the shape of his crown, the hairstyles of the couple, the appearance of the unguent
cone and the egg-headed shape of the skulls of Mentuhotep and his wife.'

Mentuhotep, a wab-Priest of Montu lord of Armant

The stela GEM 8063 allows us to add another priest, named Mentuhotep, to the list of
the clergy of Montu lord of Armant in function during the Ramesside Period."” Even though
numerous monuments and objects carrying the names of wab-priests of Montu of Armant are
known — such as those of ‘hywty- ‘2 who served during the reign of Ramesses IX'® —, and despite
the study of the cult and priesthood of this deity attempted by several scholars such as Kitchen,
Mond, Myers and Werner, it has not been possible to ascertain a link between the Mentuhotep
of our stela and an already known priest. The deceased’s tomb is unknown, and there are no
other identified funerary objects belonging to him."

The owner’s titles likely suggest the Theban region for the provenance of the stela, although
other locations cannot be excluded based on the presence of such titles outside the Theban area.
The cult of Montu and its clergy have been widely spread over many places in Upper Egypt,
such as Thebes, Tod, Medamoud and Armant.?°

The textual inscriptions and iconographical representations within the tomb of Khonsu
(TT31) are a significant source of information about the Montu clergy in the Ramesside Period.

12 BuLr 1929, p. 76; StEwaRT 1976, (UC 10700), p. 27; RoBINS 1997, p. 144; BANES 2007, p. 21; SHONKWILER
2014, p. 76.

13 PM I/1%, p. 736; Tost & Roccati 1972, pp. 55-6; DEMAREE 1983, pp. 129-130 (A. 49), pl. XII (ca 1/3).
14 KRI'V, p. 791.
15 BEyLAGE 2004, p. 84 and fig. 73.

16 For more parallel representations of the elongated Osiris in the Ramesside Period, cf. James 1970, (BM EA 154)
p. 31, pl. XXVII; (BM EA 156) pp. 32-3, pl. XXVIIL; (BM EA 158) pp. 33-4, pl. XXIX; (BM EA 290) p. 63,
pl. XLVIIL; (BM EA 314) p. 67, pl. LI

17 For further information on the clergy of Montu, see BissoN DE LA RoQuE 1941, pp. 1-3; BorGHouTs 1982,
cols. 200-2; WERNER 1985, pp. 12-4.

18 WERNER 1985, p. 300; BETRO 2001, p. 88 (95).
19 HeLck 1961, p. 161.

20 BoragHouts 1982, col. 200; WERNER 1985, pp. 1, 310-5; WERNER 1986, pp. 109-10; WERNER 2001, p. 435;
GaBoLDE 2018, p. 550.
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The deceased’s family is linked with the deity priesthood,?' and several wab-priests of Montu,
such as Nb-Imn, Wsr-Mntw, and P3-§d, are figured in this tomb.? The name ‘Montu of Armant’
appears on other monuments that are not part of his cult centre,?® but our poor understanding of
the Ramesside Period in Armant makes it difficult to place this stela in context.

The temple of Medinet Habu housed a manifestation of Montu of Armant, as well as the
local aspect of the deity, Montu in Thebes.?* At Deir el-Medina, the deity was honoured by
the workers. His name is also inscribed in the tomb of Resh in Saqqara.” Graffiti dated to the
Ramesside Period also record two families from Armant, including a wab-priest, who visited
the sanctuaries of the temple of Thutmosis III at Deir el-Bahari for pilgrimage.” It was also
popular among individuals even before the New Kingdom, and several kings of the XI™ dynasty
bore the name Mentuhotep. Several wab-priests also carried this name (for instance, on stela
Geneve D 51 during the Middle Kingdom).?’

Van Walsem pointed out a large number of Montu-theophoric names during the New
Kingdom, whether at Deir el-Medina or outside®® and how they increasingly flourished during

the XX™ Dynasty?, thus shedding light on the popularity of Montu during this period.*

* Ahmed HAMDEN

Associate Professor of Egyptology at October 6 University, Faculty of Tourism and Hotel
Management — Department of the Touristic Guidance

BIBLIOGRAPHY & ABBREVIATIONS

Bainges 2007
Baines J., Visual and Written Culture in Ancient Egypt, Oxford, 2007.

Barwik 2009
Barwik M., “Two Pilgrims from Armant at Deir el-Bahari,” SAK 38, 2009, pp. 45-52.

BETRO 2001
Betro M., Armant dal I Periodo Intermedio alla fine del Nuovo Regno. Prosopografia, BdSE,
Pisa, 2001.

21 Davies & GARDINER 1948, pp. 11-30, pl. X-XXI.

22 Davies & GARDINER 1948, p. 28; HELck 1961, p. 161 (36); WERNER 1985, pp. 300-1.
23 For the deity Montu of Armant, cf. LGG 111, p. 321.

24 MH 6, pl. 375 (C 2), pl. 434 (B).

25 For Deir el-Medina, cf. VALBELLE 1985, pp. 317-8; McDoweLL 1994, p. 57. For Saqqara, see ZIviE 1983,
pp. 139-40; WERNER 1985, p. 150.

26 BArRWIK 2009, pp. 45-52. Other examples of graffiti contained the name of Montu of Armant and date to different
periods and locations, cf. LippErT 2015, pp. 242, 251.

27 PN1I, p. 51; In-TomicH 2017, pp. 22, 109, 166, 169, 231 and pl. 15.
28 VaN WaALseM 1982, pp. 198-204; WERNER 1985, p. 197.

29 VAN WaLseM 1982, p. 205.

30 Van WaLsem 1982, p. 205.

157



BEyLAGE 2004

Beylage P., “Feldzugsberichte Katalognummern”, in S. Petschel & M. Von Flack (eds.), Pharao
siegt immer: Krieg und Frieden im Alten Agypten. Exhibition, Gustav-Lubcke-Museum, Hamm,
Bonen, 2004, pp. 81-9.

BISSON DE LA ROQUE 1941
Bisson de la roque F., “Note sur le dieu Montou,” BIFAO 40, 1941, pp. 1-49.

BoLsHakov 1997
Bolshakov O., Man and his Double in Egyptian Ideology of the Old Kingdom. AAT 37,
Wiesbaden, 1997.

BorGHouTs 1982
Borghouts J.F., “Month,” in W. Helck & E. Otto (eds.), LA IV, Wiesbaden, 1982, cols. 200-4.

BuLL 1929
Bull L., “Two Egyptian Stelae of the XVIII Dynasty,” MMS 2.1, 1929, pp. 76-84.

Davies & GARDINER 1948
Davies N. de G. & Gardiner A.H., Seven Private Tombs at Kurnah, London, 1948.

DEMAREE 1983
Demarée R. J., The 2k iqr n R -Stelae: On Ancestor Worship in Ancient Egypt, EgUit 111, Leiden,
1983.

DittmMAR 1986
Dittmar J., Blumen und Blumenstrdusse als Opfergabe im alten Agypten. MAS 43, Munich-
Berlin, 1986.

EGGEBRECHT 1972
Eggebrecht A., “Armant,” in W. Helck & E. Otto (eds.), LA I, Wiesbaden, 1972, cols. 435-41.

GaBOLDE 2108
Gabolde L., Karnak, Amon-Ré: La genése d 'un temple, la naissance d 'un Dieu, BdE 167, IFAQO,
Cairo, 2018.

HaBachr 1977
Habachi L., “Mentuhotep, the Vizier and Son-in-Law of Taharqa”, in E. Endesfelder et al.
(eds.), Agypten und Kusch, SGKAO 13, Betrlin, 1977, pp. 165-70.

Harr 1925
Hall H.R. (ed.), Hieroglyphic Texts from Egyptian Stelae etc. in the British Museum VII,
London, 1925.

HEmN & SATzINGER 1989

Hein I. & Satzinger H., Stelen des Mittleren Reiches. Einschliesslich der 1. and II. Zwischenzeit,
I, Corpus Antiquitatum Aegyptiacarum. Kunsthistorisches Museum, Wien. Agyptiche-
orientalische Sammlung 1.fg. 4, Mainz, 1989.

158



HerLck 1961
Helck W., Materialien zur Wirtschafisgeschichte des Neuen Reiches. Teil , AMWA, Wiesbaden,
1961.

Hovrze 2002
Holzl R., Agyptische Opfertafeln und Kultbecken. Eine Form- und Funktionsanalyse fiir das
Alte, Mittlere und Neue Reich. HAB 45, Hildesheim, 2002.

ILiN-Towmich 2017
[lin-Tomich A., From Workshop to Sanctuary: The Production of Late Middle Kingdom
Memorial Stelae, Middle Kingdom Studies 6, London, 2017.

JamEs 1970
James T.G.H. (ed.), Hieroglyphic Texts from Egyptian Stelae etc. in the British Museum 1X,
London, 1970.

JEQUIER 1914
Jéquier G., “Les talismans 'Y'et Q,” BIFAO 11, 1914, pp. 121-143.

KitcHen 1983
KRI'V = KircHeN, K. A., Ramesside Inscriptions Historical and Biographical V, Oxford, 1983.

Lacau 1909
Lacau P., Catalogue général des antiquités égyptiennes du Musée du Caire. Nos 34001-34064.
Steles du Nouvel Empire, 1, CGG, Cairo, 1909.

Lerrz 2002
LGG 11 = Leitz Chr., Lexikon der Agyptischen Gétter und Gotterbezeichnungen 111, OLA 112,
Leuven-Paris, 2002.

LippErT 2015
Lippert S., “Varia demotica d’Hermonthis,” BIFAO 115, 2015, pp. 231-64.

MALEK 1999

Malek J., Topographical Bibliography of Ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphic Texts, Reliefs, and
Paintings VIII: Objects of Provenance Not Known. Part 3. Stelae (Early Dynastic Period to
Dynasty XVII), Oxford, 1999.

McDoweLL 1994
McDowell A., “Contact with the Outside World,” in L. H. Lesko (ed.), Pharaoh's Workers: The
Villagers of Deir el Medina, Ithaca-London, 1994, pp. 41-59

Monp & MYERs 1940
Mond R. & Myers O.H., Temples of Armant 1, MEEF 43, London, 1940.

Mostara 1993
Mostafa D., “A propos d’une particularité dans la décoration des tympans des stéles cintrées du
Nouvel Empire,” GM 133, 1993, pp. 85-94.

159



MULLER-WINKLER 1986
Miiller-Winkler C., “Udjatauge,” in W. Helck & E. Otto (eds.), LA VI, Wiesbaden, 1986, cols.
824-6.

PabpGaaM 2012
Padgham J., 4 New Interpretation of the Cone on the Head in New Kingdom Egyptian Tomb
Scenes. BAR-International Series 2431, Oxford, 2012.

PorTER & Moss 1969
PM 1/1>= PorTER B. & Moss R., Topographical Bibliography of Ancient Egyptian Hieroglyphic
Text, Reliefs, and Paintings 1/1%. The Theban Necropolis: Private Tombs, Oxford, 1960.

RANKE 1935
PN 11 = Ranke H., Die dgyptischen Personennamen 11, Verzeichnis der Namen, Gliickstadt,
1935.

Rosins 1997
Robins G., The Art of Ancient Egypt, London, 1997.

SHONKWILER 2014
Shonkwiler R. L., The Behdetite: A Study of Horus the Behdetite from the Old Kingdom to the
Conquest of Alexander, Unpublished PhD dissertation, University of Chicago, 2014.

STEWART 1976
Stewart H. M., Egyptian Stelae, Reliefs and Paintings from the Petrie Collection, 1. The New
Kingdom, Warminster, 1976.

THE EPIGRAPHIC SURVEY 1963

MH 6 = THE EPIGRAPHIC SURVEY, Medinet Habu 6. The Re Chapel, the Royal Mortuary Complex,
and Adjacent Rooms, with Miscellaneous Material from the Pylons, the Forecourts, and the
First Hypostyle Hall, OIP 84/6, Chicago, 1963.

Tost & Roccart 1972
Tosi M. & Roccati A., Stele e altre epigrafi di Deir el Medina. N. 50001-N. 50262, Turin, 1972.

VALBELLE 1985
Valbelle D., Les ouvriers de la Tombe: Deir el-Médineh a [’époque ramesside, BdAE 96, Cairo,
1985.

VaN WALsEM 1982
Van Walsem R., “The God Monthu and Deir el-Medina,” in R.J. Demarée & J.J. Janssen (eds.),
Gleaning from Deir el-Medina, EgUit 1, Leiden, 1982, pp. 193-214.

WERNER 1985
Werner E., The God Montu: From the Earliest Attestations to the End of the New Kingdom,
Unpublished PhD dissertation, Yale University, 1985.

160



WERNER 1986
Werner E., “Montu and the ‘Falcon Ships’ of the Eighteenth Dynasty,” JARCE 23, 1986,
pp. 107-23.

WERNER 2001
Werner E., “Montu,” in D.B. Redford (ed.), The Oxford Encyclopaedia of Ancient Egypt 11,
Oxford-New York, 2001, pp. 435-6.

Wilkinson 2000
Wilkinson R. H., The Complete Temples of Ancient Egypt, New York, 2000.

Z1vie 1983
Zivie A.-P., “La tombe d’un officier de la XVIII°dynastie a Saqqara,” RdE 31, 1983, pp. 135-51.

161






